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2. 
 
‘Awake our souls; away our fears’                                               Norwich Tune 

Isaac Watts 
 

2          True, ‘tis a strait [and thorny road,] 
            And  mortal spi rit s tir e and faint; 

            | : But they forget {the mighty God,} :|  
             That feeds the strength of ev’ry saint. 

 
3          Thee, mighty God! [whose matchless power] 

            Is ever new and ever young, 
            | : And firm endures, {whil e endless years} :|  

            Their everlasting circles run. 
 

4          From thee, the [overflowing spr ing,] 
            Our souls shall dr ink a fresh supply , 

            | : Whil e such as trust {their native strength} :|  
            Shall melt away, and droop, and die. 

 
5          Swif t as an [eagle cuts the air,] 

            We’ll mount aloft to thine abode; 
            | : On wi ngs of love {our souls shall f ly ,} :|  

            Nor tir e amidst the heav’nly  road. 
 
 
 
 

Notes 
 
Line one:       Trebles sing words in square brackets only  - [ ] 
                        Tenors sing whole line, then repeat words in square brackets. 
 
                        In verses 4 & 5 this wil l involv e trebles div iding the minim in 
                        bar 5 into two crotchets, and tenors ignoring the slur on their 
                        two crotchets. 
 
Line three:    Trebles, tenors and basses repeat the entir e line. Altos sing the 
                        whole line once, then repeat the section in curly brackets - { } 
 

Nu mbers in circles indicate line numbers of text. 
 
 

The time signature in the manuscript  is ‘retorted time’, the symbol for which 
is not available in modern computer software. 2/ 2 time has therefore been 
substituted. 
 


